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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 23, 2004 MEETING 
 
 
President, Jack Hershey, called the Controlling Board meeting to order at 1:43 p.m. Serving on the 
Controlling Board were Senator Bill Harris, Representative Charles Calvert, Senator John Carey, 
Representative Jim Hoops, Senator Robert Hagan and Representative Sylvester Patton. 
 
The minutes of the February 9, 2004, meeting were distributed. A motion to approve the minutes was 
made by Representative Calvert, seconded by Senator Harris and approved by the Board members. 
 
Attached is the February 23, 2004, meeting agenda. President Hershey said Item 13, OSU913-04 has 
been withdrawn and Item 18, UTO043-04 has been deferred.  A motion for blanket approval of all items 
not held for questions was made by Representative Calvert, seconded by Senator Harris and approved by 
all Board members. 
 
The following Items were discussed and acted upon as stated. 
 
Item 1, AGO021-04 was held by Senator Hagan. Senator Hagan inquired about the amount already 
spent on the project.  Christine Hansen, Attorney General’s Office said $4.7 million has been spent on 
computer hardware and software since the system was acquired in 1996. Senator Hagan questioned the 
lack of competitive bidding since the beginning of the program. Ms. Hansen said some of the initial 
components were not  required to be bid since they were on DAS State Term Contract. The item was 
approved with Senator Hagan objecting. 
 
Item 6, MUN052-04 was held by Senator Harris and Representative Hoops. Senator Harris inquired 
about future plans for the land purchase. Richard Norman, Miami University said acquisition of the 
property is strategic primarily because the property lies between, and is contiguous to, the main campus 
and the Environmental Research Center.  The university has no immediate plans for development of the 
property. Additional future uses of a portion of the property include expansion of the seriously 
constrained athletic facilities at the Yager Stadium Complex.  Representative Hoops questioned how the 
purchase of the property would benefit students. Mr. Norman said there would be no immediate benefit 
for most students other than using part of the property for an existing equestrian program. The property 
is on the North side of the main campus and is the only remaining undeveloped property adjacent to the 
university’s main campus. The university saw this purchase as a one-time opportunity.  The item was 
approved without objection. 
 
Item 19, WSU077-04 was held by Senator  Hagan.  The item was approved without objection. 
(Due to a malfunction of recording equipment, no record of discussion is available.) 
 
Items 24, DAS431-0405, Item 25, DAS434-04 and Item 26, DAS435-04 were held as a group by 
Senator Hagan.  The items were approved without objection. 
(Due to a malfunction of recording equipment, no record of discussion is available.) 
 
Item 27, DAS436-04 was deferred by request of the agency. 
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Item 29, DAS440-05 was held by Senator Harris, Senator Hagan and Representative Patton.  Senator 
Harris asked whether the money required to move the files could be used to upgrade the safety for the 
files in the existing state owned building as opposed to moving to a privately owned building. Mark 
Half, Department of Administrative Services said the department is going to a new filing storage rack 
system and with the increased weight of the rack system the floor loading becomes an issue. One of the 
driving factors was looking for first floor space for proper floor loading for the shelving they will be 
using. The existing state owned building doesn’t have available first floor space so upgrading the safety 
was not considered. Senator Harris asked if the intent is for the entire department to move to this new 
privately owned building or just the records. Mr. Half said the privately owned building is for the Vital 
Statistics Section only. Representative Patton asked whether the 30,000 square feet of office space is 
strictly for the records. Mr. Half said there are about sixty employees that perform the functions with the 
records.  Representative Patton asked if the department is buying new furniture also. Mr. Half said the 
Department of Health is moving their current furniture and re-using the parts they can. They are buying 
a new wall system that is lower for security reasons. Senator Hagan asked why the department is going 
from paying $8.00 a square foot to $13.90 a square foot. Mr. Half said with the capital money for the 
renovation at 246 North High the agencies that can move have been asked to move from the building.  
The item was approved without objection. 
 
Item 40, DEV685-04 was held by Senator Carey. Senator Carey asked what the grant would be used for. 
Tom Johnston, Department of Development said the PolymerOhio organization is formed for the 
purpose of enhancing the growth and competitive nature of Ohio’s polymer, plastic, rubber, and advance 
materials industry and to grow membership in this industry sector. Senator Carey asked whether the 
PolymerOhio organization work in conjunction with the University of Akron.  Mr. Johnston said yes. 
Senator Hagan asked if any of the funds are being spent retroactively. Mr. Johnston said the grant term 
starts January 1 because PolymerOhio is on a calendar fiscal year as opposed to the state fiscal year. The 
period between January 1 and today will not be funded by money out of the Edison line item.  The item 
was approved without objection. 
 
Item 50, EDU323-04 was held by Representative Hoops. Representative Hoops asked why such a big 
difference between the two bids. Susan Tavakolian, Department of Education said Aventa Learning was 
a company that didn’t have any experience in the area of online review of Advanced Placement 
examinations.  Further, they made the business decision not to offer any kind of discount for large 
groups that would be participating and gave a straight $35 per student cost for their program.  Apex on 
the other hand, was able to give the department a bulk rate quote.  Representative Hoops asked whether 
there would be any change orders in the future. Ms. Tavakolian said no, this is locked in and they do not 
anticipate any changes.  The item was approved without objection. 
 
Item 52, JFS056-0405 was held by Representative Patton. Representative Patton released the hold 
without question. The item was approved without objection.   
 
Item 55, NUR001-04 was held by Representative Calvert and Senator Carey. Representative Calvert 
asked why this appears to be a retroactive request.  John Brien, Board of Nursing said the request is a 
cost overrun. The agreement with Vincentdirect for mailing and printing for the Nursing Board is based 
on an old waiver and he was not aware of the cost overrun until recently with the addition of a survey 
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that the Board ran for the nursing workforce in Ohio.  Representative Calvert asked what steps have 
been taken to prevent a reoccurrence. Mr. Brien said the policies that were in place have been cleared up 
to assure that this contract will be by competitive bid in the future and that all financial expenditures 
from the Board will go through the financial manager prior to being approved.  Some personnel changes 
have also been made so that the appropriate personnel are overseeing the financial aspects of the Board. 
The item was approved without objection. 
 
Item 56, NUR002-04 was held by Senator Harris.  Senator Harris asked where the Nursing Board is 
receiving the additional revenue for this proposal.  John Brien, Board of Nursing said the money 
represents a private public partnership that the Board entered into with the Ohio Hospital Association, 
Ohio Healthcare Association, AFO, and Home Care Association.  The partnership is to establish a 
campaign to do outreach to encourage people to consider nursing as a career.  Senator Harris asked how 
the Board anticipates using the money for the Nursing Rewards program. Mr. Brien said the money is 
partly earmarked to further grow the private public partnership and try to reach out to regional 
healthcare providers to carry this campaign to the regional areas in Ohio. Senator Harris asked how 
much was originally appropriated for the Nursing Rewards campaign.  Mr. Brien said approximately 
$123,000.00 was appropriated.  Senator Harris asked whether the increase in appropriation is a one-time 
increase. Mr. Brien said the increase in appropriation is a separate line item in the Board’s budget and 
that money from the legislature in excess of $5,000.00 will be generated through other sources. The item 
was approved without objection. 
 
Item 57, DHS680-05 was held by Senator Harris. Senator Harris inquired about extending the contract 
with CBOSS, Inc.  Cheryl Brickman, Bureau of Motor Vehicles said DAS had set the deadline for the 
department to have their RFP in September 2003. In October they advised the department that they 
would not be able to meet the department’s deadline in order for the contract to be awarded and 
implemented by July 1, 2004, before the current contracts expires. Senator Harris asked if this would 
end up costing the department more money. Ms. Brickman said the vendor is offering an extension of 
the new contract at the same price. Senator Harris said all the players were not present to ask questions 
and asked President Hershey if, with approval of the request, that the stipulation be made that both 
departments come together to resolve what caused this. President Hershey said he would be happy to get 
both departments together and figure out exactly what happened in this situation and prepare a response 
in writing back to all Board members. The item was approved without objection. 
 
Item 63, DRC498-0405 was held by Senator Carey. Senator Carey asked who the previous contract was 
with and why it terminated. Debora Nixon-Hughes, Department of Rehabilitation and Correction said 
the previous contract was with Annashae Corporation. She indicated that after they submitted a bid they 
believed that they could not provide the services at the cost that they bid on the contract and chose to 
walk away. The item was approved without objection. 
 
Item 71, DOT281-0405 was held by Senator Hagan and Representative Patton. Senator Hagan inquired 
about the freight study. Todd Neilson, Department of Transportation said this is a follow-up study to a 
freight study that was conducted in June 2002.  Basically that study laid the groundwork to look at the 
existing freight problem in Ohio.  What this new study does is actually take action to look at measures to 
remedy that problem. They will be looking at doing separate truck lanes, increasing capacity to improve 
congestion and safety concerns and look at designated times where freight would move on designated 
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routes. Senator Hagan asked if the department is working in conjunction with the Ohio Rail Commission 
to find out if moving freight might be better if most of it was diverted to rail. Mr. Neilson said one 
aspect of the study will be looking at other means of transport that other states have taken with this 
freight issue. They will be looking at possible opportunities in terms of getting the freight from the 
highway to ports or other rail possibilities. Representative Patton asked whether the department has 
worked in conjunction with the Ohio Department of Public Safety or Highway Patrol with the data from 
the study. Mr. Neilson said he was not aware of the department working in conjunction with the Ohio 
Highway Patrol on this study but ODOT is constantly working with the Department of Public Safety to 
look at such things as the speed limit issue. Senator Carey asked whether the public would have access 
to the study. Mr. Neilson said it would be available for the public to view and make comments on the 
suggestions. The item was approved without objection. 
 
President Hershey asked if there was a motion to waive the seven-day rule to add DOT283-04 to the 
agenda. Senator Harris moved and Representative Calvert seconded. 
 
Item 72, DOT283-04. Michelle Holdgreve, Department of Transportation apologized for the brief nature 
of the request and said the department needs Controlling Board approval to hire an expert to help with 
the recovery of the Maumee River Crossing accident site in Toledo where four construction workers 
were killed in the collapse of a two-million pound crane last week. They have Route 280 closed in one 
direction and are not sure when it will re-open. Part of the crane is actually perched against a bridge pier. 
The first concern is actually removing that piece of equipment. There are a lot of questions that need to 
be answered and the department wants to move as quickly as possible to get traffic safely moving.  The 
item was approved without objection. 
 
With no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:58 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Francene Johnson 
Controlling Board Executive Secretary 
 
 
02/23/04 Minutes approved by the Board: 
 
 
               
 
 
 
               
 


